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his largely complete wheel-engraved decanter, found in a Baltimore privy, may have been a prod-

uct of one of North America's most famous glass manufacturers. German immigrant John Fred-
erick Amelung opened the New Bremen Glass Manufactory near Frederick, Maryland in 1785. At
the time, the United States was a new nation anxious to promote industry. En-couraged in his en-
deavor by George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson, Amelung brought 68 ex-
perienced German glass workers to staff the new factory (Lanmon and Palmer 1976). Within five
years, Amelung employed between 400 and 500 workers and was producing a range of glass vessels,
including "1/2 ¢ill to quart tumblers, 1/2 to 1 quart Decanters... Wines, Goblets, Glass Cans with
Handles, different sizes." (Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser 1788).
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the end of Amelung's career in glassmaking. Moving to Balti-
more in late 1796 or early 1797, he began an oper-ation that pro-
duced container glass and flat glass. Although Amelung died in
1799, his son Frederick continued operating the business (Ruckert
1980:63). The company lasted less than three years before going
bankrupt.
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Tentative reconstruction of the Amelung glasshouse, as suggested by archaeological excavations
(from Lanmon and Palmer 1976).

G = .

References Cited . ) . ) . o
Decanter discovered in a Baltimore privy filled around the time of the Civil War. Attribution to

the Amelung New Bremen Factory is not cer-tain, but it did produce similar de-canters in the
late 18th century.

Corning Museum of Glass

1963 Corning Museum of Glass Press Release, October 18, 1963, Corning New York. Cited in National Regis-
ter of Historic Places Inventory Nomination.

Lanmon, Dwight P., and Arlene M. Palmer

1976 The New Bremen Glass Manufactory. Journal of Glass Studies. Vol. 18, pp. 25-38.

Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser.
March 14, 1788.

National Register

1972 Amelung House and Glassworks. National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form.

http://msa.marvland.gov/megafile/msa/stagsere/sel/se JPPM
msa_se5 11008.df. Accessed August 17, 2017. Jefferson Patterson

Park & Museum
Ruckert, Norman G.
. . o . . . < 10515 Mackall Road HISTORICAL
1980 Federal Hill; A Baltimore National Historic District. Bodine and Associates, Inc., Baltimore. : e
= St. Leonard, Maryland 20685 e -

M a ryl a n d Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the

s PR @1F FLANING Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the
]0111’1131 of Glass Studies Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.

Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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